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President’s Message 
By Cammi Campbell, Minot Park District 

Greetings NCTGA members,  

Fall is in the air.  The leaves are turning colors and 
dropping to the ground. Days are getting shorter and 
cooler. Fall is my favorite time of year. It is very       
satisfying to look back on the long, dry and especially 
windy summer we had, and see everything that you 
have accomplished.  Fall brings its own set of challeng-
es trying to close up from the busy summer season  
before we have a big snow storm which is almost    
guaranteed before the calendar actually turns over to 
winter. Hopefully everyone gets all their fall tasks done 
before the S word hits. I recall, last October we had a 
huge snow storm that dropped 2ft of snow in parts of 
central ND.  It would be a blessing if the snow comes in 
the form of rain at this point.  
 
We had a fantastic golf tournament and it was a great 
day.  In total, 32 NCTGA members participated in the 
two-person scramble format.  In addition to golf there 
were fun activities throughout the day, incredible food, 
and excellent networking opportunities. Thank you to 
everyone that came out to support this fundraiser. 
Thank you to Garrett Schultz and his crew at Prairie 
West, they had the course in superb condition. A     
special thank you to MTI Distributing and Bayer for 
their very generous sponsorships. Thank you to all of 
the vendors that supported catering, hole sponsor-
ships, and proximity prizes. Without the support of our 
vendors this event wouldn’t be possible. We will be 
working on the date and location for next year’s     

tournament.  We will an-
nounce the date and loca-
tion at the 2021 confer-
ence.  If anyone is interest-
ed in hosting a future   
tournament contact Sam or 
one of the board members. 
 
The NCTGA and NDGA Scholarships will be available on 
our website to apply until January 15, 2021. Help 
spread the word if you know any interested golf 
course/ turf management students. New this year we 
are offering a $500 Legacy Scholarship. We have been 
working very hard to get this rolled out and the rest of 
the information will be in this newsletter. We will be 
handing out all the Scholarships at our Conference 
which will be held Feb. 23-25, 2021 at the Holiday Inn 
in Fargo, ND. We plan on moving forward with our con-
ference at this time. We will send out a survey the first 
part of January for feedback on holding the                
conference. We will monitor the situation as a full 
board and make the right decision in the best interest 
of our members.  
 
Wishing everyone a Happy and Healthy end to 2020! 
 
Cammi  
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Bully Pulpit Renovation Update  
By Kyle Fick, Golf Course Superintendent  

It feels like a lifetime since I spoke of this project 

back in February at the NCTGA Annual Confer-

ence.  Like most of you, 2020 has proven to be a 

season to remember, or rather forget most likely, 

for many of the world’s citizens.  While we’ve 

seen booming business in the golf industry from 

new and returning patrons, I’m sure many can 

echo the sentiment that the year of Covid has 

brought on many, many other challenges.  In 

some instances, I do believe we’ve possibly 

learned some new efficiencies, but we might also 

have had to perform some menial tasks due to 

reduced staffing, delays in spring startup, and so 

on.  I know firsthand that entering a renovation in the 

spring of 2020 was going to be difficult.   

All in all, everything started out okay.  We had hoped to 

be in the ground a bit sooner than we were, but an 

open winter in western ND, along with a prolonged 

cold spring, kept the frost lingering until well into the 

end of April, thus delaying the jump start on dirt work 

we had hoped to get.  The real saving grace to all of this 

was we had, and continue to have, little to no rain im-

pact construction.  Even with delay of getting into the 

ground on April 25th, we had high hopes of getting 

seeded early enough to escape the dog days of summer 

with young plants.  However, some of the uncontrolla-

ble events that related to Covid got the best of us.  We 

had a few delays in some irrigation heads that were 

stuck on shipping docks.  Several hired staffers decided 

to stay closer to home than travel to an unknown     

destination to work for the summer.  And lastly, simply 

opening the golf course in what was shaping up to be a 

drought took a lot of our time.  This puts us in a bind, 

thus taking care of live vegetation vs. progress on new 

irrigation and drainage installation. 

Enough doom and gloom!  Irrigation installation was 

completed mid-June, and shortly after the contractors 

finished up the soil prep.  Finally, we had seed in the 

ground by June 20th.  I  began to irrigate right on the 

22nd of June.  Things were good.  Germination was 

quick with the long days and warm nights.  By the 25th, 

tees had sprouts and greens were showing signs by the 

27th.  A few spots along the fairways had some signs by 

the 28th.   Then, we had our first rain of the season.  A 

deluge of around a half inch of rain in under 20 

minutes, and that proved to be a killer.  A lot of seed 

and soil ran on the newly prepared ground, clogging 

drainage and silting in low spots.  This was a tough sce-

nario as we headed into the hottest, driest part of our 

season.  From the fourth of July through August, the 

dog days of summer did not disappoint. We continued 

to repair drainage and seed low areas all through the 

months of July and August as little to no rain continued 

to be the norm.  And the temps ensued.  August was 

hot, extremely hot.  100 F wasn’t unusual.  The young 

turf simply stalled out until the end of August, which 

we all know is much more conducive to turf growth 

than mid July.  Seed began to germinate again in late 

August and into the Labor Day weekend.  Things were 

looking good.  We received our first   measurable rain-

fall in almost 2 months over Labor Day weekend, and 

then the frost.  Following an inch of rain, ole Ma Nature 

blessed us with four consecutive frosts and cold days.  

We’re talking low 20’s.  Soils cooled quickly and the 

continued inter-seeding slowed down to a creeping 

halt.  Germination had been rapid at about 10 days, but 

now, especially with the longer shadows, it’s much, 

much longer.   

Continued on page 4… 
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Bully Pulpit Renovation Update cont’d   
Continued from page 3… 

I had hoped to be playing the newer holes by October 

1, but it just wasn’t in the cards with the adverse grow-

in that occurred.  And so, we became a 9 hole golf 

course on September 27th.  Construction on Phase 2, 

which is the flood mitigation and new holes 7 and 11 

began on the 28th.  As I begin to write this article on 

October 8th, our golf contractor is driving our way to 

begin construction on new tees and greens while the 

heavy earth contractors are finishing up the earthen 

levee and the flood gates in the creek.  It looks like we 

are on pace to finish up with the heavy earth by the 

end of week of October 12th.  We are really hoping to 

get all irrigation installed, and probably dormant seed 

as much as possible before winter sets in.  It’ll be a 

push for sure, but hopefully weather holds.  Our fear is 

that trends possibly change, and we end up getting a 

much wetter spring than we’ve experienced in recent 

history.  As I proofread and make corrections and addi-

tions today on October 15th, my gut is telling me winter 

is coming.  Snow is now in the forecast, and several 

nights in the low 20’s and high teens are expected over 

the next ten days.  We continue to cross our fingers 

that it will warm back up for the first part of November.  

We’ve completed two of the three tee complexes and 

are installing irrigation on them.  One of the two greens 

complexes is mostly ready.  Cart paths are being paved 

starting today, and the box culvert is in the creek and 

the pipe extensions will be done soon.  If weather was 

still in the 60’s we would probably be much more en-

couraged with the fall.   

I’ve learned a lot during this process, and although 

there were a few things that didn’t go according to 

plan, it will work out overall in the long run.  Being   

subjected to Mother Nature’s bidding leaves us at the  

mercy of what the environment gives us, and as we 

know, that is out of our control.  While our in-house 

efforts did save many dollars against the bottom line, it 

was a taxing endeavor to go forward with.  Great expe-

riences were gained, and tests of patience were passed 

and failed!  If I could do one thing over, we’d have been 

better at shutting down the golf course to 9 holes     

earlier in September to not be pressing the clock and 

calendar so badly this late.  It really does stay dark late 

and get dark early by mid-October!   
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2020 Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament Recap
The 2020 NCTGA Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament 
was held on Monday, September 14th at Prairie West 
Golf Club in Mandan, ND.  In total we had 32 NCTGA 
members participate in this event, resulting in 16              
2-person scramble teams.  Garrett Schultz and his team at 
Prairie West had the golf course in superb shape and it 
was an excellent day of golf enjoyed by all.  Thank you to 
Garrett, his team, and the management staff at Prairie 
West for hosting our group this year.  
 
In addition to excellent food truck catering provided by 
Terra Nomad and sponsored by MTI Distributing, we had 
several fun activities combined with the golf, including 
putting and chipping contests.  In total, we raised over 
$3,000 during this event, which will go to support student scholarships.  A special thank you goes out to all 
sponsors for making this event possible.  The first place team in flight #1 was the duo of Garrett Schultz and 
Jared Kautzman with the low score of 65.  Congratulations guys!.  Winning our second flight was the team of 
Chris Kappes and Lance Vogel from Agassiz Seed with a score of 75.  Congratulations to our putting and     
chipping contest winners, as well winners of the proximity prizes.   
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2020 Annual Scholarship Golf 
Tournament 

 

Thank you to all of our sponsors!  
 

Food Sponsor 
MTI Distributing 

 
Beverage Sponsor 

Bayer Environmental Science  
 

Hole Sponsors 
C&B Operations, Ferguson Waterworks, Jacklin Seed, MTI 
Distributing, NB Golf Cars, Reinders Inc, Rivard’s Turf and 

Forage, Superior Tech Products, Superior Turf Services, The 
Tessman Company, Syngenta, Yamaha Golf and Utility,    

Versatile Vehicles, Winfield United 
 

Proximity Sponsors 
Plaisted Company, Steve Hamelou, Syngenta  
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2020 Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament 

Photos from the Day
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NCTGA Members Help Out (Cont. pg 

3)  
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North Dakota Pesticide Survey 
The North Central Turfgrass Association is working with the North Dakota 

Department of Agriculture to conduct a survey related to pesticide activities 

in turfgrass.  Data from the survey will be used to give the Dept. of Ag. A 

better understanding of current practices used, pest problems encountered 

and challenges you face in the current pesticide regulatory environment.  All 

answers will be compiled without personal or location data.  The survey con-

tains seven questions, outlined below, and can be completed in just a few 

minutes.  If you don’t use five insecticides, for example, simply listing the 

ones you do use will be helpful.   

Click here to take the survey.  This survey can also be found in the members-

only section at nctga.net 

Questions on the survey:  

1. What are the five most common herbicides you use on a yearly basis?  

2. What are the five most common insecticides you use on a yearly basis?  

3. When do most insecticide applications take place?  

4. What are the five most common fungicides you use on a yearly basis?  

5. When do most fungicide applications take place?  

6. What are the five biggest pest problems you encounter in a typical year?  

7. What are the biggest pesticide regulatory hurdles you encounter now and what pesticide regulatory hur-

dles do you anticipate in the future?  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MCNKNPQ
nctga.net
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36th Annual Conference and Trade Show 
February 23rd - 25th, 2020 

The NCTGA Board is keeping a close watch on COVID-19 cases in North Dakota and the Midwest.  At this time we 

are still planning to host a face-to-face conference as always at the Holiday Inn in Fargo.  This could all change as 

we get closer to the conference date, and we assure you that the safety of our members and vendors is our top 

priority.  If we are not able to meet face-to-face, we will offer a similar lineup of topics outlined below in a virtual 

format. For now, please save the date of February 23rd - 25th, 2021 on your calendar to attend.   

Schedule at a Glance  

Tuesday, February 25th 

11:00am - 12:00pm: Registration and Networking 

12:00pm - 12:30pm: Opening Remarks 

12:30pm - 1:00pm: BMP Update/Legacy Scholar-

ships/Wee One  

1:00pm - 2:00pm: Ryan Moy, Head Groundskeeper 

at Allianz Field  

2:00pm - 3:00pm: Soil Physical Properties and Their 

Impact on Turfgrass Management, Dr. Deying Li, 

North Dakota State University  

3:00pm - 4:00pm: The Superintendent and the 

Weatherman, Garrett and Chauncy Schultz 

4:00pm - 8:00pm: Trade Show/Social 

Wednesday, February 26th 

7:00am - 7:30am: Registration and Networking  

7:30am - 9:00am: Vendor Seminars (equipment 

and irrigation) 

9:00am - 11:30am: Trade Show  

11:30am - 12:15pm: NCTGA Annual Meeting  

12:15pm - 1:00pm: Lunch  

Wednesday, February 26th cont’d 

1:00pm - 2:00pm: Equipment Maintenance 

2:00pm - 3:00pm: Zebra Mussel Update, Megan 

Weber, U of MN (Golf focus) 

2:00pm - 3:00pm: Emerald Ash Borer Update, Dr. 

Jon Ball, SDSU (Grounds focus)  

3:00pm - 5:00pm: Ben Pease, Iowa State  (Golf   

focus) 

3:00pm - 5:00pm: Infield Maintenance  

5:00pm - 7:00pm: Social/Silent Auction/Raffle 

Thursday, February 27th 

7:00am - 7:30am: Registration and Networking  

7:30am - 9:00am: Golf Course Flood Cleanup and 

Recovery Panel  

7:30am - 9:00am: Artificial Turf Maintenance 

9:00am - 11:30am: Motivational topic (TBA)    

12:00pm - 3:00pm: NCTGA Board Meeting 
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NCTGA New Vendor Sponsorship Levels 

The NCTGA Board has developed new vendor sponsorship levels for 2021.  The goal is to simplify sponsorships and   

allow more opportunities for NCTGA to promote our vendors.  Newsletter advertisements will begin with the January 

issue of our newsletter, and vendors will have the option to pay in the 2020 or 2021 fiscal year.  These sponsorship lev-

els assume that the conference in February will go on as planned, but that could change.  In the event that the confer-

ence goes virtual or is canceled, we will work with NCTGA vendor members on refunds or holdover until the following 

conference.   

Sponsorship Levels  

 - Platinum ($2,500): includes 4 conference booths, 4 conference attendees and memberships, full page      

 newsletter ad, largo logo on website, platinum sponsorship advertised at conference and in all publications 

 - Gold ($2,000): includes 3 conference booths, 3 conference attendees and memberships, 1/2 page newsletter 

 ad, medium logo on website, gold sponsorship advertised at conference and in all publications 

 - Silver ($1,000): 2 conference booths, 2 conference attendees and memberships, 1/3 page newsletter ad, small 

 logo on website, silver level sponsorship advertised at conference and in all publications 

 - Bronze ($500): 1 conference booth, 1 conference attendee and membership 

 

If you have questions on structuring of sponsorship levels or other comments related to this initiative, please 

reach out to Sam Bauer (info.nctga@gmail.com) or a NCTGA Board Member. 

  

Thank you to all vendors for your continued support of the NCTGA!   
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U of M Hires a New Turfgrass Educator 
From the U of M Turfgrass website: turf.umn.edu

We are happy to announce that Maggie Reiter has    

accepted the position of Extension Educator - Turfgrass 

with University of Minnesota Extension. Maggie has 

been with University of California Cooperative Exten-

sion since 2016. Prior to that, she earned both her    

undergraduate and Master’s degrees at the University 

of Minnesota. Maggie has done an excellent job      

building a turfgrass Extension program in her current         

position in central California, and we are excited for her 

to build upon prior Extension efforts in Minnesota.  

Maggie will be working for University of Minnesota   

Extension to provide statewide technical assistance and 

educational programming leadership for professional 

turfgrass personnel as well as homeowners in urban 

areas. She will collaborate closely with our turfgrass 

science research program, campus faculty, other Exten-

sion Educators, industry representatives and other 

stakeholders to extend research into the community. 

Maggie will officially join UMN Extension on September 

8. Welcome Maggie! 

For more information about Maggie’s current work, you 

can find her on Twitter or visit the University of        

Minnesota’s 

Turfgrass       

Website.  

turf.umn.edu
https://twitter.com/maggie_reiter
turf.umn.edu
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Educational opportunities 
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Going Virtual: Winter Education 
While the COVID-19 pandemic has certainly had a tremendous impact on all of our lives, there are now more online 

learning opportunities than ever before.  Most national conferences are going virtual, and this includes the GCSAA, 

STMA, and PGMS, to name a few.  Below are a few educational opportunities that can be attended from the comfort 

of your couch or office.   

Golf Course Superintendent’s Association of America 

The Golf Industry Show will be completely virtual this year.  For those of you that don’t often attend this, having this 

education at your fingertips will certainly be worthwhile.  The virtual conference is being held from February 2nd - 

4th, 2021.  To register, visit this link: golfindustryshow.com 

Sports Turf Managers Association  

The STMA is hosting their virtual conference from January 12th - 13th, 2021.  According to their website, the same 

educational seminars, networking, and exhibitor connections will be offered in the virtual format.  For more infor-

mation, visit the STMA website at:  stma.org 

Professional Grounds Management Society  

In place of the face-to-face School of Grounds Management, the PGMS is offering the 2020 Grounds Management 

Summit.  The Summit includes a series of 10 webinars held every Wednesday (1pm Easter) beginning on October 7th, 

2020 and running through December 16th, 2020.  Each webinar qualifies for School of Grounds Management credits.  

For more information, visit: pgms.org 

Minnesota Nursery and Landscape Association and Minnesota 

Turf and Grounds Foundation  

The Northern Green Conference, held annually at the Minneapolis 

Convention Center, is going virtual this winter.  This virtual confer-

ence is being held from January 11th - 14th, 2021 and includes and 

excellent lineup of topics and speakers.  For more information on 

the Virtual Northern Green, visit: northerngreen.org 

North Dakota Recreation and Park Association 

This conference was rescheduled from September and is now 

offered virtually from October 27th - 29th, 2020.  With over 60 edu-

cational sessions, there is sure to be something for everyone.  For 

more information, visit: nrpa.org/conference 

GreenKeeper University 

For a deep-dive into specific turf related topics, GreenKeeper     

University is a more class-style offering over several weeks.  In addi-

tion to shorter, 1 credit hour courses, GreenKeeper University 

offers comprehensive introductory courses such as the Great Lakes 

School of Turfgrass Science.  For more information on Greenkeeper 

U, visit: greenkeeperapp.com 

 

https://www.golfindustryshow.com/
https://www.stma.org/
https://pgms.org/2020/09/15/2020-grounds-management-summit/
https://northerngreen.org/
https://www.nrpa.org/conference/
https://www.greenkeeperapp.com/marketing/gku.html
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Garrett Schultz  
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Prairie West Golf Course  

 

Victor Heitkamp 

Secretery/Treasurer 
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Melissa Grafenauer  

Director  

University of North Dakota 

 

 

Lucas Palczewski 

Director  
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Kyle Fick  

Director  

Bully Pulpit Golf Course  

 

Tim Fleegel  

Director 

MTI Distributing, Inc 

 

Matt Schmid 

Director 

Superior Turf Services 

 

 

Shannon Hendrickson 

Director 

West Fargo Public Schools  

 

Sam Bauer 

Executive Director 

info.nctga@gmail.com 
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